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Education  and Training 
 

09/1980-06/1984  BA, Carleton College, Magna Cum Laude (Philosophy) 

09/1984-06/1988  MD, University of Minnesota 

 
Postdoctoral Training 

07/1988-06/1991  Internal Medicine Residency Training Program, Mayo Graduate 

School of Medicine, Rochester, MN 

07/1991-06/1992  Fellowship in Medical Ethics, University of Chicago Center for 

Clinical Medical Ethics 

07/1992-06/1994  Fellowship  in  General  Medicine,  University  of Pittsburgh, 

Department of Medicine 
 
 
 

Academic, Administrative and Clinical Appointments 
 

 

Academic Appointments 

07/1994-06/2000  Assistant  Professor  of   Medicine,  Department  of   Medicine, 

University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 

07/1994-06/2000  Senior Fellow, The Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics, 

University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 

07/1994-06/2000  Faculty, Center for Bioethics, University of Pennsylvania School 

of Medicine 

07/1995-06/2000  Assistant Professor of Epidemiology, University of Pennsylvania 

School of Medicine (Secondary Appointment) 

08/2000-08/2004  Associate   Professor   of   Medicine,   Department   of   Medicine, 

University of Michigan, School of Medicine 

08/2002-08/2004  Adjunct Associate Professor of Psychology, College of Literature, 

Science and Art, University of Michigan, School of Medicine 

09/2004-06/2010  Professor of Medicine, Department of Medicine, University of 

Michigan 

09/2004-06/2010  Adjunct Professor of Psychology, School of Literature, Science 

and the Arts, University of Michigan 
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01/2008-06/2010  George Dock Collegiate Professor of Medicine,  University  of 

Michigan 

07/2010-present  Madge  and   Dennis  T.  McLawhorn  University  Professor  of 

Business, Fuqua School of Business, Duke University 

07/2010-present   Professor of Public Policy, Sanford School of Public Policy, 

Duke University 

01/2011-present  Faculty Associate, Trent Center for Bioethics, Duke University 

 
Administrative Appointments 

07/1999-07/2000  Director,  General Medicine  Research Fellowship,  University of 

Pennsylvania 

08/2000-06/2003  Director, General Medicine Research Fellowship, University of 

Michigan 

08/2000-12/2003  Core faculty, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program, 

University of Michigan and Ann Arbor VAMC 

08/2000-06/2010  Director,  Center  for Behavioral   and  Decision   Sciences   in 

Medicine, Ann Arbor VAMC and University of Michigan 

12/2003–06/2007  Associate  Director,  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Clinical  Scholars 

Program, University of Michigan and Ann Arbor VAMC 

07/2007-06/2010  Co-Director, Robert  Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program, 

University of Michigan and Ann Arbor VAMC 

09/2012-Present  Associate Director, Health Sector Management Program, Fuqua 

School of Business 

 
Clinical Appointments 

07/1994-07/2000  Staff Physician, VAMC, Philadelphia 

07/1994-07/2000  Staff Physician, Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 

08/2000-06/2010  Staff Physician, VAMC, Ann Arbor 
 
 
 

Research Interests 
 
My research explores controversial issues about the role of values and preferences in health care 

decision making, from decisions at the bedside to policy decisions.  I use the tools of decision 

psychology  to  explore  ethical  debates  about  topics  like  informed  consent  and  health  care 

rationing. 
 
 
 

Honors and Awards 
 

1984 Phi Beta Kappa. 

1984 Dana   Award   (academic   achievement,   leadership,   character), 

Carleton College, Northfield MN 

1994 Mack   Lipkin   Associates   Award   for   outstanding   scientific 

presentation at national meeting: “Elevator Talk: Observational 

Study of Inappropriate Conversations in a Public Space.” SGIM 

national meeting, Washington, DC 
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1994 Lee   Lusted   Award   for   outstanding   scientific   presentation, 

honorable mention:   “Why Oregon's Cost-effectiveness List 

Failed:    Evidence that Individual Utilities do not Predict 

Rationing Choices.”   Society for Medical Decision Making 

national meeting, Cleveland, OH 

1994-1997                     Measey  Foundation  Faculty  Fellow,  Department  of  Medicine, 

University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 

1996-1998 Health Services Research and Development Career Development 

Award, Department of Veterans Affairs 

1997-2001 Robert  Wood Johnson Foundation Generalist Physician Faculty 

Scholar Award 

1997 Rockefeller Foundation, recipient of an award to stay at Bellagio 

Conference Center, Bellagio, Italy. 

1997 Outstanding Paper by a Young Investigator, Society for Medical 

Decision Making. 

1998 Nellie  Westerman  Prize  in  Clinical Research  Ethics,  American 

Federation for Medical Research. 

1999-2001                    Senior Research Associate, Health Services Research Program, 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

2000-2005 Presidential  Early  Career  Award  for  Scientists  and  Engineers 

(PECASE) 

2000 Labelle Lecturer, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario 

2000 Mayers Endowment Lecture, Penn State. 

2004 Mother  Marianne  Cope  Lectureship in Ethics,  The  St.  Francis 

International Center for Healthcare Ethics. 

2004 Fellow, Hastings Center 

2004 Sadoff Lectureship, University of Minnesota 

2005 Moore  Lectureship,  Simon  Fraser  University;  Vancouver,  BC, 

Canada 

2007 Stevens Lectureship, Rochester General Hospital, Rochester, NY 

2008 David Brin Visiting Professor, Johns Hopkins University, School 

of Medicine, Baltimore, MD 

2008-2010 George Dock Collegiate Professorship, University of Michigan 

2008-2011 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health Policy Investigator 

2008 Member, World Economic Forum, Global Health Committee 

2008 Eugene Sullivan Memorial Lecturer, Northwest Society of Colon 

and Rectal Surgeons, Orcas Island, WA 

2009 Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award, Carleton College 

2010-2012 John O. Blackburn Professor of Marketing 

2012-Present  Madge and  Dennis  T.  McLawhorn University Professor,  Duke 

University 
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Academic Medical Careers.  Academic Medicine. 88(4): 497-504, 2013 
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Overweight Effort.  Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization. 92: 152-162, 2013 
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randomized trial of integrating whole genome sequencing into clinical medicine.  Trials. 

15(85), 2014. 
 

231.  Riggs KR,  Ubel PA. Overcoming Barriers to Discussing Out-of-Pocket Costs with 

Patients.  JAMA Internal Medicine. 174(6): 849-850, 2014. 
 

232.  Liu P, Bettman J,  Ubel PA. How Many Calories Are in My Burrito? Improving Consumers' 

Understanding of Calorie Range Information.  Public Health Nutrition. 2014, 

doi:10.1017/S1368980014000627 
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4. DeCastro R, Griffith KA,  Ubel PA, Stewart A, Jagsi R. A Mixed Methods Investigation 
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12.  Ubel PA.  Thoughts on Koch’s postulates.  Virtual Mentor, February 2005. 

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/14561.html. 
 

13.  Ubel PA.   When the unknown is not so bad.  Sometimes patients choose to continue 
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Member Publications Committee 2000-2002 

2004-Present  Fellow, The Hastings Center 

2005-2007 AACR Task Force on Behavioral Science and Cancer 

2007-2010 Member, ASCO Task Force on The Cost of Cancer Care 

Co-Director, Subcommittee on Research 

2008-2010 Member, World Economic Forum, Global Health Committee 

2008-Present  Association for Psychological Science 
 
 

 
Editorial Positions, Boards and Peer-Review Service 

 
Editorial Boards 

1996-2005 Editorial Board, Social Science and Medicine 

1998-1999 Associate Editor, Journal of General Internal Medicine 

1998-2001 Editorial Board, Medical Decision Making 

1999-2002 Editorial Board, American Journal of Bioethics 

2002-2005 Editorial Board, Population Health Metrics 

2006-Present  Editorial Board, Journal of Judgment and Decision Making 

2007-2012 Editorial Board, The Patient 

2010-Present  Editorial Board, American Journal of Bioethics, Primary Research 

2012-Present  Executive Committee, Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 

2013-Present  Editorial Board, BSP: Behavioral Science & Policy 

 
Reviewer of Manuscripts 

American Journal of Bioethics  Journal of Clinical Ethics 

American Journal of Law, Medicine, & Ethics  Journal of General Internal Medicine 

American Journal of Medicine  Journal of Health, Politics, Policy and Law 
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Current Perspective in Psychological Science  Milbank Quarterly 
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John Hopkins University Press 
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Medical Research Council of Canada 

Agency for Health Care Policy and Research/AHRQ 

National Science Foundation 

Burroughs Wellcome Foundation (UK) 
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Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research (Alberta, Canada) 

Department of Veterans Affairs – Health Services Research and Development 

Journal National Cancer Institute 

Swiss National Science Foundation 

Health Care Efficiency Research Programme (Netherlands) 

 
Study Sections 

2000-2002 National Institutes of Health - Health Services Research Study 

Section 

2003-2004                     National  Institute  of  Child  Health  and  Human  Development 

Special Emphasis Panel RFA HD-02-024 “Dynamic Health 

Assessments for Medical Rehabilitation Outcome” 

2003-2004 N.C.I. – Program Project: Special Study Section 
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2014-15  Member, Committee on the Science of Changing Behavioral 

Health Social Norms 
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Medical Student Research Mentoring 

1994-1995 Okiki N. Louis (UPenn) 

1994-1995 Ari Silver-Isenstadt (UPenn) 

1996-1997 Genevieve Noone (UPenn) 

1998-1999 David Shih (UPenn) 

1999-2000 Catherine Magid (UPenn) 

1999-2000 Scott Halpern (UPenn) 

1999-2001 Duffy Ballard (UPenn) 

2008-2010 Michael Kozminski (UM) 

2008-2009 Emily Wu (UM) 

2009-2010 Kevin Duan (UM) 

2009-2010 Eunice Yu (UM) 

2012-Present  Karen Scherr (Duke) 

 
Fellow Research Mentoring 

1996-1998 Katrina Armstrong (UPenn, General Medicine) 

1997-1998 Sundar Natarajan (UPenn, General Medicine) 

1998-1999 John Hsu (UPenn, General Medicine) 

1999-2000 Susan Moran (UPenn, General Medicine) 

2000-2002 Willie Underwood (UM, Clinical Scholar) 
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2000-2002 Michelle Heisler (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2000-2002 Amy Alderman (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2002-2003 Rachel Perlman (UM, Health Services) 

2002-2004 Kirsten Engel (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2002-2004 Sonia Angell (UM, Clinical Scholar) 
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2002-2004 Tracy Richmond (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2004-2006 Ellen Hummel (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2005-2008 Michael Volk (UM, Clinical Scholar) 

2011-2012 Tom LeBlanc (Duke, Oncology) 

 
Medical Resident Mentoring 

1999-2000 Caleb Alexander (UPenn, Internal Medicine) 

1999-2000 Rachel Werner (UPenn, Internal Medicine) 

2011-2012 Kevin Riggs (Duke, Internal Medicine) 

 
Doctoral Student Mentoring 

2000-2002 Andrea Gurmankin (UPenn, Psychology) 

2000-2002 Scott Halpern (UPenn, Epidemiology) 

2001-2003 Jason Riis (UM, Psychology) 

2002-2004 Jennifer Amsterlaw (UM, Psychology) 

2009-2010 Yvette Peeters (Leiden University, Psychology) 

2010-Present  Avni Shah (Duke University, Marketing) 

2011-Present  Troy Campbell (Duke University, Marketing) 

2012-Present  Danielle Brick (Duke University, Marketing) 

2012-Present  Peggy Liu (Duke University, Marketing) 

 
Dissertation Committees 

2003 Jason Riis (UM, Psychology) 

2005 Hannah Chua (UM, Psychology) 

2006 Jing Xsu (UM, Marketing) 

2008 Sarah Gollust (UM, Public Health) 

2010  Yvette Peeters (Leiden University, Psychology, Netherland) 

2012 Yashar Saghai (Georgetown University, Philosophy) 

2014 Troy Campbell (Duke, Marketing) 
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1998-2000 Joanne Buzaglo, PhD (Philadelphia VAMC, Psychology) 

1999-2001 Jacqueline Hart, PhD (Philadelphia VAMC, Sociology) 

1999-2002 Andrew Siderowf, MD (Upenn, Neurology) 

2000-2001 Angie Fagerlin, PhD (UM, Psychology) 

2001-2002 Dylan Smith, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2002-2004 Brian Zikmund-Fisher, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2003-2006 Heather Lacey, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2004-2006 Jordana Muroff, MSW, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2006-2009 Amanda Dillard, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2006-2008 Michael Poulin, PhD (Ann Arbor VAMC, Psychology) 

2009-2011 Holly Witteman, PhD (UM) 

2009-2011 Andrea Fuhrel-Forbis (UM, Social Psychology) 

2010-2012 Andrea Angott (Duke University, Psychology) 

2010-2012 Sunita Sah (Duke University, Organizational Behavior) 

 
Junior Faculty Mentoring 

2002-2006 Ken Langa, MD, PhD (UM, Internal Medicine, Beeson Award) 
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2002-2006 Maria  Silveria,  MD,  MA(UM,  Internal  Medicine,  VA  Career 

Development Award) 

2006-2009 Fold Odetola (UM, Pediatrics, K Award) 

2007-2011 Reshma   Jagsi  (UM,   Radiation  Oncology,   RWJ  Investigator 

Award) 

2008-2011 Michael Volk (UM, Gastroenterology) 

2010-Present  Clara Lee (UNC, Plastic Surgery, NIH K-Award) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee, Organizational and Volunteer Services 
 
Department 

2005-2010 General Internal Medicine Research Advisory Committee 

 
Medical School 

1996-2000 Member, IRB, Philadelphia VAMC 

1999-2000 Chair, Ethics Committee, Philadelphia VAMC 

2001 Member, Health Services Research Advisory Committee 

(Chair–Larry McMahon) 

2002-2010 VA HSR&D Promotions Committee 

2000-2003 Core Faculty – RWJ Clinical Scholars Program 

2004-2007 Associate Director – RWJ Clinical Scholars Program 

2007-2010 Co-Director - RWJ Clinical Scholars Program 

 
University 

2000-2003 Advisory Board of the Life Sciences, Values and Society Program 

2005 Executive Advisory Board, University of Michigan Press 

 
National 

2002-2003 Department of Veterans Affairs – Task force on research ethics 

2001-2004 Chair, Publications Committee, Society Medical Decision Making 

2005-Present  Fellows Council, Hastings Center 

2005-2008 Task force on Behavioral Science, AACR 

2007-Present  Cost of Cancer Care Task Force, ASCO 

 
International 

2008-Present  International Patient  Decision Aid  Standards (IPDAS)  Steering 

Committee 
 

 

Presentations and Talks 
 

 

National 
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1. “The other end of the stethoscope.” Invited Presentation, Society for Personal and Social 

Psychology Annual Conference. February 26, 2012, San Diego, CA. 
 

2. “The psychology of controlling health care costs.” Invited Presentation, University of 

Minnesota School of Public Health. February 10, 2012, Minneapolis, MN. 
 

 
 

Visiting Professorships 
 
Visiting Professorships 

 

2000 Visiting Professor, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and 

Hygiene 

2001 Visiting Professor, University of Chicago School of Public Policy 

2003 Visiting Professor, Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota 

2003 Visiting Professor, University of Montreal 

2004 Visiting Professor, Ohio State University 

2004 Visiting Professor, University of Toronto, School of Public Health 

2004 Visiting  Professor,  Wharton  School of  Business,  University of 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

2007 Visiting Professor, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 

2007 Visiting  Professor,  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Department  of 

Oncology 

2009 Visiting Professor, Baylor College of Medicine 


